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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Welsh Newton & 
Llanrothal Group Parish Council held at Llanrothal Church 

on Thursday 11th July 2024 at 7.30pm 
 

Minutes 
 
Present: Councillors: Craig Bligh (Chairman) Sue Parkinson (Vice chair), Martin Barter 

In attendance: Andrée Mitchell (Clerk), Ward Cllr Elissa Swinglehurst 

Public: 0 
 

The meeting opened at: 7:30pm 
 

1. To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Debbie Clarke and Cllr Keith Simmons 

Other apologies were received from Terry Griffiths, Lengthsman 

 

2. To receive any declarations of interest or written applications for dispensation from 
Councillors on agenda items 

There were none. 

 

3. To agree and sign the minutes of the Group Parish Council meeting held on 20th June 2024.  

To be considered at the next meeting. 
 

4. Public Question Time 

There were none. 
 

5. Reports 

5.1. To consider the Ward Councillors report (Appendix 1) 
Ward Cllr Swinglehurst gave her verbal reported where she discussed the key points 
including the Parish Summit including desire for better partnership working with 
parishes, the council strategic and delivery plans and future operating model.  It was 
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NOTED that Chairman and Vice chair had attended the Parish Summit on behalf of the 
council. 

 
6. Clerk’s update 

6.1. To receive a report on the status of resolutions at the previous meeting[s] and agree 
further actions required where not covered elsewhere on agenda:   
 
It was RESOLVED that the council’s bank account addresses will be updated in the light 
of the appointment of the new clerk.  
 
It was NOTED that Cllrs Simmons and Parkinson did not yet have full access but were 
being added to the bank account and that the clerk still does not yet have view access.  
 
It was NOTED that the internal auditor who had carried out the recent audit had been 
reappointed for the year 2024/25.  
 
It was NOTED that the clerk was due to attend the final module of the CiLCA training on 
Saturday 20th July. 
 

6.2. To correspondence received and matters arising between meetings: 
 
It was NOTED that the clerk had forwarded a link to the video of the hedge lecture given 
to Herefordshire Council members had been forwarded to Councillors. 
 
It was NOTED that potential renewal information for the council’s Cambridge and 
Counties Bond had been received indicating an interest rate of 5.2% for a future 1-year 
period.   
 

7. Planning 

7.1. To Comment on Planning Applications for Determination by Herefordshire Council:  
There were none. 
 

7.2. To receive an update and agree actions on other planning issues: 
 

7.2.1. Track in Tump Wood ancient Woodland: It was NOTED that the retrospective 
planning application was not yet showing on the Herefordshire Council site. It was 
RESOLVED that the clerk would follow up with the planning enforcement officer at 
Herefordshire council. 
 

7.2.2. Possible change of use from pasture to Woodland in Llanrothal: It was NOTED that 
this had been raised with planning enforcement who had concerns about drainage 
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on the site and would be visiting the site. 
 

7.2.3. Precedent re holiday cabins/lets within the parish: It was noted that the Clerk had 
emailed planning on this issue.  
 

8. Finance  

8.1. To receive the 2024/25 Quarter 1 finance report including bank reconciliation 
NOTED. 
 
It was NOTED that the status of the Cambridge and Counties Bond is:  
End date: 24th July 2024;  
Amount invested: £10,000.00 @ 5.00% Gross/AER*;  
Interest £ 501.37;  
Total value: £ 10,501.37.  
It was NOTED that the £501.37 was an expected interest at the maturation.  

 
8.2. To receive the current finance report and bank balances: 

It was NOTED that the bank balances were at the end of June 2024:  
Treasurers Account:   £   7,062.63 
Instant Saver Account:  £   6,963.09 
Total in Lloyd’s bank accounts: £ 14,025.72  
 

8.3. The following payments were APPROVED: 
• WTG Consultants Ltd – Internal Audit 2023/24 – £200 
• Autela Payroll Services – April to July 2024 - £56.28 (incl. VAT) 
• Open Spaces Society – Annual Subscription – £45 
• Clerk – July Salary according to contract 
• HMRC – July PAYE for Clerk’s salary 

 
It was RESOLVED to pay the clerk’s salary according to contract and the associated PAYE 
for those months when there was no meeting. 
 

9. Welsh Newton Common 

9.1. To receive an update on the Market Bridle Path DMMO:  
It was NOTED that the Clerk had contacted PRoW at Herefordshire Council to say we 
want to resubmit and have asked for the process (now not Balfour Beatty). 
 

9.2. To receive an update and consider Tree Maintenance on the Common:   
It was RESOLVED to consider the possibility of local Tree Wardens for the next meeting. 
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9.3. To receive and update and consider motorcycles using Bridle Paths on the Common – 
no update 
 

10. Participatory Budgeting: To receive an update from the Vice Chair and Cllr Barter on consider 
actions:  

It was NOTED that further guidance could be given online, but that the Annual Paris Meeting 
would be a good opportunity to encourage ideas from the community. 

It was NOTED that the website needed refreshing and updating in terms of look and feel and it 
was RESOLVED that the clerk would talk to HALC (the providers) about the possibility of a shorter 
domain name. 

 

11. Parish Summit: To receive an update on the Parish Summit run by Herefordshire Council from 
the Chairman and Vice Chair and consider actions: 
Further to discussion of the summit during the Ward Cllr’s report it was NOTED that funds will 
be available through the PRoW scheme to replace stiles with gates which the council agreed 
would be a positive option for the circular Jubilee Walk; and that there will be Local Drainage 
Fund scheme opportunities coming in September.  

 

12. Noticeboards: To receive an update on the parish noticeboards and consider actions:  
There was a discussion re Notice board options to consider replacing the noticeboard at the bus 
stop on Welsh Newton Common with a magnetic noticeboard.  Also to consider similar options 
for the Notice Board at Welsh Newton but enabling local people to post signs, as they do now, 
when space is available. 

 

13. Lengthsman & footpaths 

13.1. To consider work to be carried out by the lengthsman: 
 
It was NOTED that the lengthsman had advised that he didn’t carry out work during the 
summer by agreement with the council as a part of the agreed maintenance plan. The 
next scheduled day will be in September.  
Concerns were raised about the Garnsbrook being at risk of collapsing during the winter 
and requiring attention in advance of that. 
 
It was NOTED that docks are pushing up the mesh and membrane at the war memorial 
and that the preference of the council was to use methods of control sensitive to the 
local Mally Brook and Bee Hives. 
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13.2. To consider an update on footpath issues and PRoW funding:  It was NOTED that the 
proposal has been sent to PRoW for comment, also discussed with the Lengthsman. 
 

14. Highways 

14.1. To consider road issues for reporting to Balfour Beatty: 
 
It was NOTED that there are a lot of potholes that need repair on the A466 between 
Eelephant & Castle and the Llancloudy Pitch. Capstones have gone missing from the 
Tregate Bridge and some signage on the A466 including Welcome to 
Herefordshire/England and the Welsh Newton sign have also been missing for some 
time. 
 

14.2. To consider the maintenance of the Speed Indicator Devices – It was RESOLVED that the 
clerk will obtain a costing for a maintenance contract for the Speed Indicator Devices. 
 

15. To consider items for the next meeting – No discussion 

 

16. Date of next meeting – Thursday 12th September 2024 at Welsh Newton Village Hall 

The meeting closed at: 9:03pm 
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